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BOARD OF EDUCATION NAMES SUPERINTENDENT FINALIST

After a lengthy search that began in January, 2011, the Pickens County Board of Education has named Dr. Ben Desper as the finalist for the Superintendent of Schools.  Dr. Desper is presently Associate Superintendent of Bartow County Schools.  He has twenty-seven years of administrative experience and has been in the Bartow County school system since 2008.  Prior to working in Bartow County he was also a successful teacher, elementary principal, middle school principal, high school principal, and has superintendent experience.

The naming of the finalist culminates three months of intense search activity by the Pickens County Board of Education.  In February the Board employed search consultants King-Cooper and Associates.  With the help of the search firm, the position was advertised, candidates screened and lengthy interviews conducted.  With the naming of the finalist, the Board must now wait at least fourteen days before taking an official vote to employ Dr. Desper.

Dr. Desper is a graduate of Shorter University with a B. S. Degree in Biology.  He also has a Masters Degree in Science Education from West Georgia College, an Education Specialist degree from West Georgia and a Doctor of Education from Nova Southeastern University.

He began his educational career in the Floyd Count school system at Garden Lakes School as a science teacher in 1980.  After serving as assistant principal at Coosa Middle School, he became principal of McHenry Elementary School from 1986-1990.  He then moved to Pepperell Middle School from 1990-1998.  From 1998-2003 he served in the small Trion City school district as both high school principal and superintendent.  Prior to moving to Bartow County in 2008, Dr. Desper was principal of North Habersham Middle School.  
Dr. Desper has an impressive array of honors and recognitions.  He led Pepperell Middle School to be a Georgia School of Excellence and North Habersham Middle School was selected as a Georgia Lighthouse School To Watch, an extremely high honor for a middle school.  He was recognized for Distinguished Service by the Floyd County Board of Education and received a Meritorious Service to Youth award in Floyd County.  He received the Eagle Award from North Georgia Technical College for educational leadership excellence.  He has been a presenter at many conferences and mentored aspiring administrators.  

The Board of Education was impressed with Dr. Desper’s knowledge and experience in finance and budgeting, curriculum and instruction, and his success as a principal at all levels.  His experience is in the North Georgia school systems of Floyd, Habersham, and Trion, all of which share common characteristics with Pickens County.  The Superintendent finalist is a native of Floyd County.  He and his wife, Laura, have two sons in college.  The Despers attend Tabernacle Baptist Church in Cartersville.

Wendy Lowe, Chair of the Board of Education, stated, “We are delighted to have someone of Dr. Ben Desper’s experience and ability to be our next Superintendent.  We have had a very deliberate and thorough search process and I appreciate how well the Board has worked together through the search process.”
